ISLE OF ANGLESEY COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING: STANDARDS COMMITTEE (DISPENSATION
PANEL)
DATE: 25 JULY 2012

TITLE OF REPORT:

TO CONSIDER DISPENSATION APPLICATIONS

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT:

TO GRANT OR REFUSE APPLICATIONS FOR
DISPENSATIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE
BEAUMARIS TOWN COUNCIL

REPORT BY:

HEAD OF FUNCTION LEGAL AND
ADMINISTRATION/MONITORING OFFICER

DOCUMENTS ENCLOSED
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LEGAL BACKGROUND

Pursuant to the Members’ Code of Conduct, those with personal and prejudicial interests are

The Standards Committees (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001
Code of Conduct for Members of Beaumaris Town Council

Letter from the Clerk of Beaumaris Town Council dated 10" July 2012
Application by Councillor | Davies

Application by Councillor D Gallichan

Application by Councillor J W Jones

Application by Councillor C Theakston

Application by Councillor R L Roberts

Application by Councillor J P Zalot

0. Application by Councillor S Zalot

precluded from participating in Council business.

The list of personal interests is to be found in paragraph 10 of the Code. Where a personal
interest applies, the Member must disclose the interest at any meeting where business

relevant to the interest is transacted, but the Member may still participate in discussion and

voting.
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However, if the personal interest is also “prejudicial”’, then the Member must physically
withdraw from the meeting room and may not participate in discussion and voting. The

definition of a prejudicial interest is in paragraph 12 of the Code.

The Code also contains some saving provisions, in particular circumstances; none of which

apply here.

The prohibition against the participation of Members who have a personal interest which is
also prejudicial, and for which no saving provision applies, is absolute, unless such a

Member has first obtained a dispensation from the County Council’'s Standards Committee.

Dispensations may only be granted in specified circumstances, which are listed in Section 2
of Enclosure 1. More than one ground for dispensation may be engaged on the particular
facts of any case but there are no other grounds available and, in particular, the Panel may
not grant a dispensation for predetermination i.e. failure to keep an open mind until the

decision maker/consultee is in possession of all material information/evidence.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Panel is referred to the introduction contained in Enclosure 3. The Clerk of Beaumaris
Town Council will be present at the outset of the Hearings to explain the issue under

consideration, and to answer any questions.

THE APPLICATIONS

The seven applications received are attached at Enclosures 4 to 10. As each application is
based on its own facts, each should be considered individually. In order to consider the
applications, there is no legal requirement for the Applicant to attend before the Panel, but it
is likely that the Panel will require the assistance of the Applicants in order to fully understand
the circumstances in each case. For that reason, each Applicant has been asked to attend
the Hearing, although the “running order” may be different from that provided for in the
Agenda, depending upon timing and availability. This can be discussed at the outset of the

Hearings and, obviously, the Panel has the discretion to rearrange the order of business.
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The Panel may retire to private session, after hearing any Application, and return to public
session to announce its decision. It is suggested that each Application be disposed of
individually, rather than collectively, given that the circumstances are slightly different in each

case.

In any case where the Panel decides to grant a dispensation, then consideration should also
be given to imposing any constraints e.g. limiting any dispensation specifically to those
interests identified in the Applications, and whether for the purpose of this single

consultation, or to extend it to any other matters arising from this issue in the future.
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